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Friday 8 to Thursday 14 March 2013

at the Royal Film Commission - Jordan, Rainbow Theater & Al Balad Theater
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About UN Women

UN Women is the UN organization dedicated to gender equality and the empower-
ment of women. A global champion for women and girls, UN Women was estab-
lished to accelerate progress on meeting their rights worldwide.

In response to advocacy by women’s networks in all regions of the world, UN Women
was created to address gender equality globally as the recognized driver to direct
UN activities in this field while securing funding for relevant projects. As a dynamic
and strong champion for women and girls, UN Women is to bring the voices of
women at the global, regional and local levels.Grounded in the vision of equality
enshrined in the UN Charter, UN Women, among other issues, works for the:

¢ Expanding women’s voice, leadership and participation

e Ending violence against women

¢ Strengthening implementation of the women, peace and security agenda

e Enhancing women’s economic empowerment

e Making gender equality priorities central to national, local and sectoral planning
and budgeting

www.unifem.org.jo
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About Aat Network

Aat Network is a collective of women artists, educators, activists and supporting
men, who believe in the importance of self-expression in the empowerment and
well-being of women , youth and society as a whole.

Launched in the spring of 2010, with a festival celebrating International Women'’s
Day, the Aat Festival has become an annual event with local and international
participation.

“Aat” provides a platform to engage through the arts, by producing original
performances, showcasing new works, encouraging collaborations, and leading
workshops across Jordan. “Aat” aims to raise awareness on gender issues
and human rights, by promoting symbolic and critical thinking and celebrating
creativity.

www.aatnetwork.org
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Solar Mamas
7:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Jehane Noujaim & Mona Eldaief, 78 minutes, Documentary, Arabic and English,
USA/ Denmark/ Egypt, 2012

Rafea is a Bedouin woman, who lives with her daughters in one of Jordan’s poorest
desert villages on the Iraqgi border. She is given a chance to travel to India to attend
the Barefoot College, where illiterate women from around the world are trained in
six months to be solar engineers. If Rafea succeeds, she will be able to introduce
electricity to her village, train more engineers and provide for her daughters. Will
she be able to inspire the other women in the village to join her and change their
lives, when she returns home? And most importantly, will she be able to re-wire
the traditional minds of the Bedouin community that stand in her way?

Followed by a discussion with Rafia Al Hamed and Saiha Al Raja (main characters
in the documentaryl, Mona El Daief [Director], Raouf Dabbas from Friends of the
Environment. Discussion will be moderated by Lana Nasser.

With the support of Friends of the Environment
and in coordination with the Aat Network of Women Artists.

AatNetwork.org
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9:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Rami Nihawi, 70 minutes, Documentary,

Arabic with English subtitles, Lebanon/UAE, 2012

Returning to his family home in Lebanon after a long absence, the Director
discovers that his father has left but his mother remains. Claiming, in the film’s
first-person voiceover, that he is unable to remember anything clearly before his
sixteenth birthday, Nihawi tries to interrogate his mother about the fragments of
memories he retains. But she refuses to talk about the past. As details gradu-

ally start to emerge about the filmmaker’s childhood, it becomes clear that this
seemingly small domestic drama is rather a microcosm for the divisions within the
country as a whole.

With the support of Imaginarium Films and in coordination with the Aat Network of
Women Artists.

AatNetwork.org
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Women in Struggle
4:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Buthina Khoury, 56 minutes, Documentary,
Arabic with English subtitles, Palestine, 2004.

The film presents rare testimonies from four female Palestinian ex-detainees,
who disclose their experiences during their years of imprisonment in Israeli jails
and the effect it has had on their present lives and future outlooks. Once content in
their lives as sisters, wives and mothers, each of them became an active member
for the national fight for Palestinian independence. But their “crimes” differed
markedly; one woman was detained in a peaceful protest, while another was
arrested for her participation in a bombing.

With the support of Imaginarium films and in coordination with the Aat network of
women artists.

AatNetwork.orq
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A League of Their Own

5:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Penny Marshall, 128 minutes, Narrative,
in English, USA, 1992

This comedy is based on the story of the pioneering women who created the All-
American Girls Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL) - blazing a trail, on the
fields and off, for generations of female athletes. The League was formed when the
recruiting of soldiers during World War Il resulted in a shortage of men’s baseball
teams. The AAGPBL continued after the war until 1954 and this movie depicts the
league in full swing, beginning when a savvy baseball scout finds a pair of promis-
ing new players in small-town Oregonian sisters.

With the support of the Embassy of the United States of America in Jordan.
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In the Shadow of a Man

7:30 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Hana Abdalla, 65 minutes, Documentary,
Arabic with English subtitles, Egypt, 2012

In the wake of the Egyptian revolution, four women speak of their fight for the
future and what it means to be a woman in Egypt.”In the Shadow of a man” weaves
through their worlds as they tell us their stories of marriage, divorce, love and
resistance, mirroring their lives with Egypt’s greater struggle for freedom and
self-determination.

“In the Shadow of a Man” has won the Jury Prize at Ismailia Film Festival 2012 and
was showcased at Doha Film Festival 2012 and Berlin Film Festival 2012.

With the support of Imaginarium films and in coordination with the Aat Network of
Women Artists.

AatNetwork.orq
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The Forgotten Woman

9:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Dilip Mehta, 88 minutes, Documentary,

in English/Hindi/Bengali with Arabic subtitles, Canada, 2008

International photographer Dilip Mehta takes the helm for this documentary focus-
ing on the lives of millions of Hindu widows, who are forced to live isolated from
society and in abject poverty.

“The Forgotten Woman" was made to bring about an understanding of the destitu-
tion and marginalization of many of the millions of widows in India today, who are
forced by age-old traditions to live their remaining years isolated and shunned by
the society at large.

With the support of the Embassy of Canada in Jordan

i+l

Canada
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In My Father’s House (In het Huis van mijn Vader)
6:00 p.m.- The Royal Film Commission- Jordan

Fatima Jebli Ouazzani, 67 minutes, Documentary,

in Dutch with English subtitles, Netherlands, 1997

In this documentary, Director Fatima Jebli Ouazzani investigates why the Moroc-
can tradition of virginity is still so important, and how defying it can lead to family

break-ups.

With the support of the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Jordan.
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Kingdom of Women: Ein el Hilweh
7:30 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Dahna Abourahme, 52 minutes, Documentary,

in Arabic with English subtitles, Lebanon, 2010

The story of women of Ein El Hilweh refugee camp between 1982 and 1984 is an
important chapter in the history of Palestinian refugee women in Lebanon. After
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982, the camp was destroyed and its men im-
prisoned. “Kingdom of Women” documents the community and organizing spirit of
the women during this period, how they were able to rebuild the camp, protect and
provide for their families while their men were held captive.

“Kingdom of Women” has won a Jury Prize at Al Jazeera International Documen-
tary Film Festival 2011 and was nominated for Best Director at World Mountain
Doc Festival in China 2012.

With the support of Imaginarium films and in coordination with the Aat Network of
Women Artists.

AatNetwork.org
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Potiche

9:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Francois Ozon, 103 minutes, Narrative,

in French with English subtitles, France, 2010

1977, North of France. Suzanne is the submissive housebound wife of a tyranni-
cal wealthy industrialist Robert Pujol, who oversees his umbrella factory with an
iron fist and is equally tyrannical with his family. When the workers go on strike
and take Robert hostage, Suzanne steps in to manage the factory. To everyone’s
surprise, she proves herself a competent and assertive woman of action. But when
Robert returns from a restful cruise in top form, things get complicated.

With the support of the Institut Francais de Jordanie and the Embassy of the Republic
of France in Jordan.

PRANCAS
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Three Days with the Family (Tres Dias con la Familia)
6:00 p.m.- The Royal Film Commission - Jordan

Mar Coll, 86 minutes, Narrative,

in Catalan with English subtitles, Spain, 2009

Lea has to go to Girona as her grandfather has passed away. She meets her fam-
ily, whom she hasn’t seen since she left to go abroad. The death of the patriarch of
the Vichi Carbo family is the perfect catalyst to force his descendants to get along.
It is also a good time to end the show of appearances put on by this bourgeoisie in
decline. Lea rebels against this world of hypocrisy, although it clings to her skin
like a tailor-made suit.

“Three Days with the Family” has won several awards, including Best Director and
Best Actress at Gaudi Best Catalan Film 2010, and three other awards at Malaga
Festival 2009.

With the support of the Instituto Cervantes de Amman, the Technical Cooperation
Office of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation and the
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain in Jordan.

-~
nstituto

Cervantes

A mman
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A Thousand Times Stronger (Tusen Ganger Starkare)
7:30 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Peter Schildt, 85 minutes, Narrative,

in Swedish with English subtitles, Sweden, 2010

Based on a novel by Christina Herrstroms, about Signe,a 15-year old bright but
very shy and reserved girl, resigned to being an outsider. Every school follows a
social structure where the cool and popular dominate. Things are as they are, until
a new girl arrives who changes everything. Signe finds herself becoming less of a
shy girl and a thousand times stronger.

With the support of the Embassy of Sweden in Jordan.
The screening is followed by a discussion on the topic of “Youth, women and empow-

erment”, in the presence of Samar Dudin, Regional Director and Head of Programs
for Ruwwad Al Tanmiya. Nadine Toukan, a film-producer, will moderate the debate.

EMBASSY OF SWEDEN

Amman

16
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Noriben - The Recipe for Fortune
6:00 p.m.- The Royal Film Commission - Jordan
Akira Ogata, 107 minutes, Narrative,

in Japanese with Arabic subtitles, Japan, 2009

Komaki NAGAI was raised in the working-class Kyojima area of Tokyo. She has had
enough of her good-for-nothing younger husband so she takes her daughter to live
with her mother, but doesn’t want to become a burden, so she looks for a job with
few employment opportunities for an over-30 single mother with no qualifications
and no experience. After finding it difficult to make ends meet, she decides to try
opening her own bento (lunch box] shop.

With the support of the Embassy of Japan in Jordan.
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The Last Matriarchal Tribe in China

7:30 p.m.- Al Balad Theatre

Yunnan TV Station, 26 minutes, Documentary, in Mandarin with English subtitles, China
This documentary invites the audience to discover the Mosuo tribe, located in North-
west Yunnan in China, also known for being the “last matriarchal tribe in China”.
Through the practice of the “walking marriage”, where men and women from the
tribe never gets married, the children are raised by their mothers and uncles. The film
questions the challenges faced by this tradition in the context of modern civilization.
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The Dancing Career of a Mute Girl

8:00 p.m.- Al Balad Theatre

Center of International Cultural Exchange, China, 25 minutes, Documentary,

in Mandarin with English subtitles, China

A documentary about Wu Qian, a disabled girl from Zhenjiang, who cannot hear
pleasing sounds. However, cruel fate has not destroyed her pursuit for life and
art. With the assistance of her family and many kind people along with her own
will power, she makes her dreams come true and still perform beautiful dances in
rhythm with their hearts.
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With the support of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Jordan.

THE PEOPLE’S

REPUBLIC OF CHINA 18
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When We Leave (Die Fremde)

9:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre
Feo Aladag, 119 minutes, Narrative,
in German and Turkish with English subtitles, Germany, 2009

German-born Umay, flees her oppressive marriage in Istanbul, taking her young
son Cem with her. Hoping to find a better life with her family in Berlin, but her
unexpected arrival creates intense conflict. Her family is trapped in their conven-
tions, torn between their love for her and the values of their community. She finds
the inner strength to build a new life for herself and Cem, but the need for her
family’s love drives her to a series of ill-fated attempts at reconciliation. What
Umay doesn’t realize is just how deep the wounds have gone and how dangerous
her struggle for self-determination has become.

“When We Leave” has won several awards, including Best international Feature at
Calgary International Film Festival; Best Actress, Sibel Kekilli, at Marrakech In-
ternational Film Festival; International Jury Award and Mostra Award at Sao Paula
International Film Festival.

With the support of the Goethe Institut in Amman.
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Altamura

6:00 p.m.- The Royal Film Commission - Jordan
Kleoni Flessa, 56 minutes, Documentary,

in Greek with English subtitles, Greece, 2009

“Altamura” depicts the story of Eleni Boukouri Altamura, the first Greek avant-
garde woman artist of the 19th century. Her example constituted a demand for
schools of art and universities around the world to open their doors to women and
grant them access to knowledge.

With the support of the Embassy of Hellenic Republic in Jordan.
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Damascus, My First Kiss

7:30 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Lina Alabed, 50 minutes, Documentary,

in Arabic with English subtitles, Syria/Lebanon/Qatar, 2011

Syria is a multicultural society and a place where different religions and minorities
live together; with their differences they shape the spirit of this country. What is
the actual role and margin of freedom a woman has in a male-dominated society?
And how that reflects on her sexual consciousness and her relation to her body?
Questions and answers through the characters’ intimate details are being drawn
with the director’s thoughts and feelings, reflecting on what it means to be a
woman in Syria.

With the support of Imaginarium films in coordination with the Aat Network of
Women Artists.

AatNetwork.org
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Marianna Ucria

9:00 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

Roberto Faenza, 108 minutes, Narrative,

in Italian with English subtitles, Italy/ France, 1997

Set in Sicily in the early eighteenth century, Marianna Ucria, the daughter of an
aristocratic family and the victim of a mysterious childhood trauma that has left
her deaf and mute, trapped in a world of silence. When she was just thirteen years,
Marianna is forced to marry her own aging uncle. In a society where women face
either forced marriages and endless childbearing or a life of renunciation within
the walls of a convent, Marianna finds in her grace and heroic endurance the way
towards knowledge and fulfilment. Based on the novel “La lunga vita di Marianna
Ucria” by Dacia Maraini.

With the support of the Embassy of the Republic of Italy in Jordan and Mediaset.
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When Monaliza Smiled

6:00 p.m.- Al-Balad Theatre

Fadi Haddad, 90 minutes,

Narrative, in Arabic with English subtitles, Jordan, 2012

A Romantic Comedy with a Jordanian flavor. Monaliza, a Jordanian young woman
who has never smiled since she was born 37 years ago, finally gets a government
job after a long wait. At the Government department, Monaliza meets Hamdi, a
likable Egyptian custodian. Throughout her transformation journey, Monaliza en-
counters different kinds of nosy people living in a society filled with stereotypes.

The screening will be followed by a discussion with the film cast & crew.
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Horizon

7:30 p.m.- Rainbow Theatre

In the Presence of HRH Princess Basma bint Talal
Zain Duraie, 17 minutes, Narrative,

in Arabic with English subtitles, Jordan, 2013

Faten, a mother and a housewife, guides us into her troubled yet ambitious soul
that seems to be trapped in her endless routine of household chores, back and
forth. Although this seems to be the norm for women of her socio-economic back-
ground, she feels unfulfilled. Faten’s husband decides to take their children out of
school to help him earn a living. Appalled by his decision, she tries her utmost to
resist it. Will she see the light of change, or will she remain stuck in the dark tun-
nel of her thoughts?

The production of this film was funded by UN Women Jordan Office

The screening will be followed with a discussion with the film cast & crew as well
as with the special guest actor Rasheed Malhas.
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The Lady
9:00 p.m.- Al-Balad Theatre
Luc Besson, 132 minutes, Narrative,

in English and Burmese with English subtitles, France / UK, 2011

The film tells the extraordinary story of Aung San Suu Kyi, who is Myanmar’s sym-
bol of fight for democracy, and her relationship with her husband, Michael Aris.
Despite distance, long separations, assignment to house residence and a hostile
regime, their love endures until the very end.

“The Lady” the International Human Rights Award at the Cinema for Peace Awards
in 2012, as well as the Audience Urban Award at Durban International Film Festival
2012.

With the support of Imaginarium Films and in coordination with the Aat Network of
Women Artists.

AatNetwork.org










Sl R
The ROYAL FILM COMMISSION
JORDAN

@BUN 52
WOMEN

Lrindhaton: [ Towes iy
23 1% LTEm=TRr T AT

AatNetwork.org

With the support of

Pﬂ%ﬂs Canada
THE PEOPLE’S

REPUBLIC OF CHINA

>
nstituto
Cervantes

A m man

www.film.jo - facebook.com/RainbowArtHouse - http://al-balad.org



